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                                Innovative ideas, multi-sector partners, and creative solutions                            

                                                                            
                                We improve population health by catalyzing social change within and among individuals, institutions and communities                            
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                                Our Services                            

                                                                            
                                Our innovative ideas and commitment to social change energize collaborative efforts with government entities, health care providers, payers, health departments, and community organizations.                            
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                                Work In Action                            

                                                                            
                                We intentionally advance health and racial equity through our work and integrate equity into all our programs, projects, and partnerships.                             

                                            

                    
                        

                    

                    
                    	
                            
                                Projects                            
                                                    
	
                            
                                Funding Opportunities                            
                                                            	
                            
                                Biomedical Research                            
                                                    
	
                            
                                Community Health                            
                                                    

                                                    
	
                            
                                Clients                            
                                                    





                                                    
	
                            
                                Ideas & Tools                            
                                                                    
            
                
                    
                                                    [image: Ideas & Tools]
                                                                            
                                Ideas & Tools                            

                                                                            
                                We generate and cultivate ideas and practices that inspire action to advance health and racial equity.                             
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										Community Water Fluoridation (CWF) and Oral Health Policy

									
									
									Status: Current
										

										Location: National

										Client: Foundations and Bank Trusts
 					
										Services Provided: Assessment and Planning, Policy & Health Systems Improvement, Communications and Social Marketing 

										Technical Expertise: Oral Health 

										
 		
																	
										 

										
Despite its proven safety and effectiveness, community water fluoridation (CWF) implementation remains a challenge and is often thwarted, while de-fluoridation efforts are also ramping up throughout the country. A small, vocal, well-organized minority that relies on junk science and appeals to fear-based messaging means that fluoridation can no longer win on its scientific merits alone.

With support from the DentaQuest foundation, HRiA is implementing a new approach to CWF via coalition building, grassroots organizing, and social marketing to leverage community values. These approaches have been applied with great success in the larger public health field but have had limited application to oral health practice and policy.

With applying the new approach, HRiA has developed, implemented, and managed campaigns in two very different New England communities with the assistance of local coalitions and local organizers: a large, ethnically diverse urban city in Massachusetts and a small, rural and homogeneous community in Vermont. The campaigns involved multiple components including community champion engagement, value-based message development, community education, decision-maker outreach, and media advocacy.

In conjunction with this important work, HRiA has developed an online Community Toolkit for use by anyone interested in implementing — or preventing the termination of — community water fluoridation in their community. The toolkit provides a “how-to” on advocating for CWF, including assessing your community’s readiness, developing messages, identifying key community champions, and how to talk with policymakers and elected officials.

When the project comes to a close, HRiA will release a report of findings and best practices as well as pre- and post- qualitative and quantitative data.


									
										
				        Share on FacebookShare on Twitter Share on Linkedin	        	    

	    								

							
														
	[image: Tamaki West]Tamaki West, MA
Managing Director, Capacity Build Assistance

									twest@hria.org

											


    																					


						

				


			


			
				
					
						
							
								Health Resources in Action

								2 Boylston St. 4th floor

								Boston, MA 02116

								617.451.0049

							

						

						
							Health Resources in Action is a non-profit organization working to improve and reimagine public health. We connect, consult, and collaborate to solve complex challenges of access and equity in our health and social systems. Together with our partners, clients, and collaborators, we create actionable solutions so that all people can thrive.
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			This website or its third-party tools process personal data.In case of sale of your personal information, you may opt out by using the link Do not sell my personal information.
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				Privacy Overview
				
					This website uses cookies to improve your experience while you navigate through the website. Out of these, the cookies that are categorized as necessary are stored on your browser as they are essential for the working of basic functionalities of the website. We also use third-party cookies that help us analyze and understand how you use this website. These cookies will be stored in your browser only with your consent. You also have the option to opt-out of these cookies. But opting out of some of these cookies may affect your browsing experience.
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									Necessary cookies are absolutely essential for the website to function properly. These cookies ensure basic functionalities and security features of the website, anonymously.
	Cookie	Duration	Description
	cookielawinfo-checbox-analytics	11 months	This cookie is set by GDPR Cookie Consent plugin. The cookie is used to store the user consent for the cookies in the category "Analytics".
	cookielawinfo-checbox-functional	11 months	The cookie is set by GDPR cookie consent to record the user consent for the cookies in the category "Functional".
	cookielawinfo-checbox-others	11 months	This cookie is set by GDPR Cookie Consent plugin. The cookie is used to store the user consent for the cookies in the category "Other.
	cookielawinfo-checkbox-necessary	11 months	This cookie is set by GDPR Cookie Consent plugin. The cookies is used to store the user consent for the cookies in the category "Necessary".
	cookielawinfo-checkbox-performance	11 months	This cookie is set by GDPR Cookie Consent plugin. The cookie is used to store the user consent for the cookies in the category "Performance".
	viewed_cookie_policy	11 months	The cookie is set by the GDPR Cookie Consent plugin and is used to store whether or not user has consented to the use of cookies. It does not store any personal data.
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